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Abstract  
Child Abuse is a worldwide social problem affecting children from birth to 
18 years of age. The Nigerian child is faced with abuse by their parents and 
society. This study is focused to examine the socio-economic variables 
correlate child abuse in two Ika local government areas of Delta State. 
Survey design was employed. Children between the ages of 9 – 18 years 
were used. The population was all adult parents and children in the two 
local government areas. The sample size of 240 of children and parents 
were selected randomly. Self-structured questionnaire was used to test the 
four hypotheses. A reliability coefficient of 0.69 was obtained using Pearson 
Product Moment Correlation Coefficient. Product moment method at 0.05 
significant level used for data analysis. The null hypotheses were all 
rejected. Recommendations were proffered.  

 
Child Abuse is one of the world’s social problems. A child is a person who is 

strictly under the protection and care of someone who may be the parents or guardian. 
The United Nations Convention on Rights of Children defined a child as anybody 
who has not attained the age of eighteen years that is the age of discretion. Child-
street hawking involves carrying wares on the head, in wheelbarrows, carts baskets, 
trucks and hangers from street to street with the aim of selling wares (Onuzulike, 
2002). Items commonly hawked include foodstuff, cooked foods, beverages, snacks, 
drugs, fruits, vegetables, soft drinks and sachet water, ice creams/walls, sliced oil 
bean garden eggs, groundnuts, bread, native cake (akara) pears among others.  

 
 Much is being done about the sufferings of the Nigerian child in order to meet 
the international standard. Development of human being passes through a number of 
sequential but interrelated phases in life. This includes childhood, adolescence, 
adulthood and old age phases of life. Off all these, childhood is singularly important 
because it sets the pace for other phases of human development (Gesinde, 2007). This 
period of childhood falls under school age in most nations of the world. At this stage, 
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due to nature and nurture factors, children at this childhood stage naturally require 
love, care, and protection, guidance from parents and guardians and care-givers.  
 
 The word ‘abuse’ points to the idea of misuse, mishandling, wrong contact 
with the child. Children were killed, abandoned, beaten, sexually abused, thrown into 
rivers, flunged into gutters and heaps, exposed on hills and roadsides and abandoned 
at an innocent person’s door post.  
 Fawole, (2003) defined child abuse as the emotional, moral health and 
educational welfare of the child. He further stressed that the act may or may not be 
acceptable to the community. 

 
Eboh, Nwajei and Money (1999) quoting the laws of the Federal Government 

of Nigeria, 1990, defined the child as a person under fourteen (14) years of age. The 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child stated eighteen (18) years as 
the upper limits of childhood, while the Nigeria Labour Act (Law) of 1974 puts a 
child as a person below fifteen (15) year of age (Eboh, Nwajei and Money, 1999). 
Child Abuse is a worldwide problem that is eating deep in our societies. It is a current 
educational issue that is confronting the academic in Human Kinetic and Health 
Education. This Child Abuses is a universal logistic problem affecting children from 
birth to eighteen (18) years of age. 
 
 Ojo (2004) quoting Onyekachi (1999) stated that statistics revealed that 22% 
of the populations of Nigeria are adolescent under the age of 18 years and virtually 
living under one form of abuse or another. The girl child is being exposed daily to 
sexual harassment, incest and rape by virtue of her nature and societal role (Ojo, 
2004). Research has shown however, that risk factors exist making it what-while.  
These risk factors as contained in http://www.nmedicinet. Com/ childabuse /article. 
html  are as follows:  
-   Age 67% of abused children are less than 1 year old; 50% are less than 3 

years. 
- Children with learning disabilities, speech/anguage disorders and mental 

retardation. 
Federal legislation provides a foundation for states by identifying a minimum 

set of acts or behaviour that defined child abuse. The Federal Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act (CAPITA) as amended by the keeping children and female safe 
Act of 2003, defined child abuse as “any recent act or failure to act on the part of a 
parent or caretaker which results in death, serious physical or emotional harm, sexual 
abuse or exploitation”.  
 
Articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

According to Ojo (2004) the relevant articles of the convention on the rights of 
the child are as follows:  
Articles 2 - (1) States, parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the 
convention each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind 
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irrespective of the child’s or his or her parents of legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, 
language, religion, national ethnic or social origin,  property, disability or other status.  
Article 19 – (1) States, Parties take all appropriates legislative, administrative, social 
and educational measures to protect the child from all form of physical or mental 
 violence, injury or abuse, maltreatment exploitation including sexual abuse 
while in the care of parent(s), legal guardians or any other person who has the care of 
the child abused.  
 
Causes of Child Abuse 
 Several reasons have been put forward as predisposing factors to child abuse. 
These include poverty, high cost of living, lack of sponsorship, poor school 
performance, single parenthood, large family size, peer group pressure, poor home 
conditions, lack of parental care, unemployment, parent pressure and poor scholastic 
achievement (Donli, 1990, Fawole, 2003, Godfrey 1996). Underdevelopment in 
Nigeria, the view of Durough (1986), has made the provision of social welfare 
services like education, healthcare, thereby prompting parents to resort to child labour 
and exploitation. Amidst such situation mentioned above, some Nigerian parents and 
guardians exposed their children to street hawking and other child labour in order to 
support the family income.  
 
 Federal Government of Nigeria has declared education as one of the rights of 
the child through the Universal Basic Education Programme (1999). Ogbe (2007) 
claimed that yet the Nigerian children continue to suffer abuse in one form or the 
other. He continued by stating that the major cause of child abuse is economical 
which is associated with poverty. Ebigbo (1995) stated that the hawking of wears and 
food on the roads, streets, motor parks, plank shades, mechanic shops, is an economic 
means of making ends meet either sponsored by parents, guardians, caregivers or the 
child personal interest. Ogbe (2007) quoting Fawole (2003) cited cultural beliefs in 
treating the child as another cause of child abuse as children are seen as mere 
properties of their parents.  
 
 Problems have been known to be associated with single parenthood. 
Hamburg (1993) pointed to the fact in addition to having fewer financial resources; 
single parent may be less able to supervise their children. This is evidence that a child 
living in a single parent family and having little parental supervision will be 
susceptible to delinquent behaviour and substance abuse. The implications of single 
parenthood to child rearing can be viewed in relation to the Brazilian proverb quoted 
by Stolcke, (1992) “when the father leaves the home, the household trembles, when 
the mother leaves it, the house crumbles”. Ekpu (2004) cited Hamburg (1993) that 
marital separation commonly involves major emotional distress for child relationship.  
  

Usalo (2002) reporting Oloko (1986) that the worst child abuse is among the 
less social and poorest people and they are the most vulnerable groups in the society. 
Children from such groups will continue to be sent to work as long as long as their 
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families depend on their income or proceed in order to survive. United Nations 
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (1990) reported that 
“state funding for education declines and a segment of the population can no longer 
afford to send their children to school”. Pemede (2004) stated that manifestation of 
child abuse is apparently a clear picture of government attitude towards education. 
This condition has forced many children out of school thereby engaging to hard 
labour.  
 Bidemi and Adefuye (2007) stated that formal education has become a slogan 
not a reality that is education in Nigeria has become a privilege not a right 
considering the state or standard of education in the country. In a situation where 
government plays passive role in enhancing quality education, abolition of free 
education as well as poor funding will lead to child abuse (Pemede, 2004). 
 The Federal Ministry of Health (1990) cited that in the northern part of 
Nigeria, street trading serves as marriage preparation for girls, since they are expected 
to meet their suitors during trading and helps their mothers accumulate a dowry 
without which marriage loses esteem. The focus of this study therefore is to examine 
the socio-economic factors of two principal actors (father and mother) as correlate of 
child abuse in two Ika local government areas of Delta State, Nigeria. 
 
Hypotheses 
 The following hypotheses were formulated to guide the study. 
1. There is significant relationship between child abuse and the social status of 

parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta State. 
2. There is no significant relationship between child abuse and the economic 

background of parents in the two Ika local government areas. 
3. There is no significant relationship between child abuse and the marital status 

(single and parenthood) of parents. 
4. There is no significant relationship between child abuse and the cultural 

practices of parents in Ika North East and Ika South Local Government Areas 
of Delta State.  
 
The main purpose of the study is to investigate influences of the social status 

of parents’ single-parenthood, the economic background of parents and the cultural 
beliefs of parents and child abuse in Ika North East, Ika South Local Government 
Areas of Delta State.  
 This study attempts to answer the questions: What are the perceived socio-
economic factors responsible for child abuse? Do socio-economic factors of the 
parents have any influence on the child abuse? If these questions are answered then 
the problem of this study is solved.  It is hoped that the study will provide solid facts 
for the development of preventive and corrective intervention programmes that will 
help eradicate the menace of child abuse in these local government areas of study.  
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Method 
 A descriptive survey research design was employed for the purpose of the 
study. The study population consists of all children between the ages of 9-18years and 
all parents (male and female) in the two Ika local government areas of Delta State. 
The study population consists of the market and the motor parks in some towns of the 
two Ika local government areas (Ika North East and Ika South).  

Two hundred and forty (240) children and parents were randomly selected 
from twelve markets and motor parks in some of the major towns in the two local 
government areas. Twenty questionnaire were administered to children within the 
ages of 9-18 years and parents from each of the motor/markets in twelve towns of the 
area of study. 140 (58.3%) were males while 100(41.7%) were females. Of this 
number, 200 questionnaire were retrieved from the respondents representing 83.3% of 
the total.  

 
 Since the study is a descriptive survey, the questionnaire/structured interview 
and observational techniques were employed to elicit responses from the responses. 
The questionnaire was self-designed on socio-economic factors as correlate of child 
abuse. For the validation, the questionnaire was vetted by five experts in the 
Department of Physical and Health Education in Delta State University, Abraka. The 
questionnaire designed to find the personal data of the respondents and also those 
perceived socio-economic factors that are responsible for child abuse among the 
parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta State. Section A was on 
demographic data of the respondents while Section B comprised fifteen items 
designed to elicit information on the variables under investigation. The Likert Scale 
of summated rating 5 point was used to collect graded responses from the respondents 
using Strongly Agree, (5), Agree (4), Undecided (3), Disagree (2), Strongly Disagree 
(1). 
 The validated questionnaires were administered to the respondents in the 
various markets and motor parks. While the literate ones were able to fill the 
questionnaire based on the option of their choice. The questions in the questionnaire 
were translated into Ika dialect and Pidgin English for easy comprehension by the 
respondents.  
 
Results  
 The data were coded and analyzed using frequencies and percentage while 
Pearson Product Moment Correlation Coefficient (r) square statistics was used in 
accepting or rejecting the hypotheses at 0.05 levels of significance.  
 
Hypothesis 1 (Ho1): There is no significant relationship between child abuse and the 
social status of the parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta State. 
 
Table 1: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient (r) Computation on 
the Variables of Child Abuse and Social Status of Parents  

Variable N Mean  r-cal r-crit Df Decision  
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Child Abuse  200 3.16 0.49 0.1638 198 Significant  
P>0.05 Social Status  200 3.43 

 
The data in table 1 showed that r-cal (0.49; P<0.05) is greater than r-crit 

(0.1638). This indicates that there is a significant relationship between child abuse 
and the social status of the parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta 
State. Hypothesis one is, therefore not accepted and the alternative is upheld. It is 
rejected.  
 
Hypothesis 2 (Ho2): There is no significant relationship between child abuse and the 
economic status of the parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta State. 
 
Table 2: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient (r) Computation on 
the Variables of Child Abuse and Economic Status of Parents 

Variable N Mean  r-cal r-crit Df Decision  
Child Abuse  200 3.16 0.67 0.1638 198 Significant  

P>0.05 Social Status  200 3.25 
 

The data in table 2 showed that r-cal (0.67; P<0.05) is greater than r-crit 
(0.1638). This means that there is a significant relationship between child abuse and 
the economic status of the parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta 
State. Therefore, the null hypothesis is not accepted and the alternative is upheld. It is 
rejected.  
 
Hypothesis 3 (Ho3): There is no significant relationship between child abuse and the 
marriage status of the parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta State. 
 
Table 3: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient (r) Computation on 
the Variables of Child Abuse and Economic Status of Parents  
Variable N Mean  r-cal r-crit Df Decision  
Child Abuse  200 3.71 0.83 0.1638 198 Significant  

P>0.05 Social Status  200 3.25 
The data in table 3 showed tha r-cal (0.83;P<0.05) is greater than r-crit 

(0.1638). Since the calculated value is greater than the critical value, the null 
hypothesis is therefore not accepted and the alternative is upheld. This means there is 
a significant relationship between child abuse and the marriage status of the parents in 
the two Ika local government areas of Delta State.  
 
Hypothesis 4 (Ho4): There is no significant relationship between child abuse and the 
cultural practices of the parents in the two Ika local government areas of Delta State. 
 
Table 4: Pearson Product Moment Correlation Co-efficient (r) Computation on 
the Variables of Child Abuse and Cultural Practices of Parents  

Variable N Mean  r-cal r-crit Df Decision  
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Child Abuse  200 3.71 0.56 0.1638 198 Significant  

P>0.05 Social Status  200 3.25 
In table 4, the r-cal (0.56; P<0.05) is greater than r-crit (0.1638). Since the 

calculated value is greater than the critical value, the null hypothesis is therefore not 
accepted and the alternative is upheld. Therefore, there is significant relationship 
between child abuse and cultural practices of the parents in the two Ika local 
government areas of Delta State.  
 
Discussion  

The outcome of this study clearly demonstrated that there was a very high 
association between the four independent variables. There was high relationship 
between the independent variables of parents’ social status, economic status of the 
parents, marriage status that is single parenthood and the cultural practices of the 
parents and the dependent variables of Child Abuse. All the null hypotheses were 
rejected. There was high association between child abuse in washing of vehicles, 
washing of plates in restaurants, hotels, motels and main shift hotels in around the 
motor parks and markets, hawking of articles, food, fruits and bus conducting. These 
findings were in line with that of Durough (1986) Donli (1990), Godfrey 
(1996),Fawole (2003) Ogbe (2007), that economic hardship as a result of 
unemployment, or underemployment and extended family commitments, force 
parents to use their children to work for money to supplement the household income.  
 

Ho1 rejection supported by the view of Usarlo(2002) who reported that the 
Child Abuse is among the anti-social and poverty group of people in our society. 
Ogbe (2007) stated that the major cause of child abuse is economical which is 
associated with poverty. 
Ho3 rejection was supported by the view of Hamburg (1993) stating that single parent 
may be less able to surprise their children and which consequences will be 
susceptibility to delinquent behaviour and outdistance abuse. 
 
Conclusion  

From the findings of this study the social status, the economic status, 
marriage status (single parenthood and cultural beliefs (practice) of the parents are 
social economic variables responsible for child abuse in the two Ika local government 
areas (Ika South and Ika North East of Delta State). 
 
Recommendation  
Children church service and August return meetings forum may be utilized to reach 
majority of the parents.  
1. Voluntary organizations for the prevention and protection against child abuse 

should periodically organize in-house seminars, workshop and other 
educative programmes in villages, quarters to enlighten parents and children 
on the dangers of child street hawking and other forms of Child Abuse. 
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2. Coordinators of Planned Parenthood Federation of Nigeria (PPFN) and other 
Non-Governmental Organizations should periodically or seldomly organize 
workshops and seminars to educate parents on the need to limit the number of 
births thereby reducing the burden of caring for many children. 

3. Education should be made free and affordable up to secondary school level. 
4. The fact that poor parenting skill is one of the major factors sustenance of 

Child Abuse and has implication fro marital counseling, so counselors should 
provide necessary counseling hints on effective child rearing techniques to 
their clients. 

5. Genuine economic reforms that would achieve poverty alleviation should be 
implemented by the three tiers of government.  

6. Strengthening communities, villages through parents and youths 
empowerment in the form of employment would lessen the economic 
hardship necessitating Child Abuse.  

7. Parents should be mobilized, sensitized and educated by the local government 
health and allied educators about the consequences of street hawking on their 
children.  

8. Church services and ‘August’ return meetings forum may be utilized to reach 
majority of the parents.  
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